St Mary's Catholic Voluntary Academy
Policy Statement for Teaching & Learning and Curriculum

MISSION STATEMENT

By working together at St Mary's School we aim through Jesus Christ to share God's love,
helping our community to learn, grow and make a difference.

Rationale

At St Mary's Catholic Voluntary Academy, we believe that the curriculum is a powerful tool
that promotes a love of learning and a willingness to explore. Through the Gospel values
(which include the British values), our pupils will have the opportunities to develop their God-
given talents. We enrich the curriculum through our strong Catholic ethos, aiming to share
God's love, helping our community to learn, grow and make a difference.

We maintain that learning should be rewarding and an enjoyable experience for everyone; it
should be fun and its evolution involves all stakeholders. Despite pupils’ varying starting
points, abilities and economic backgrounds, our teaching equips them with the relevant and
necessary knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare them for the next stage of
education and the work place. Ultimately, this will prepare them to become responsible,
future citizens, making informed choices about the important things in their lives. We do
this through the St Mary's SPIRIT, which encapsulates personal, spiritual and character
development woven throughout our rich and relevant curriculum: identifying the key
knowledge and concepts required, whilst delivering them in an exciting and experiential way
that enables key concepts to be retained. As a result we make a difference to their lives now
and in the future.

We are committed to helping pupils develop a sense of self-respect and self-worth by
focusing on the whole child. We support all pupils to develop the necessary knowledge, skills
and future capacity to live as independent self-motivating adults, giving them the ability to
function as contributing members of both co-operative groups and of society.

The school aims to: -

e Cater for the needs of individual children of both sexes from all ethnic and social groups,
including the most able and those who are experiencing learning difficulties

e Facilitate children’'s acquisition of knowledge, skills and qualities which will help them to
develop intellectually, emotionally, socially, physically, morally and aesthetically, so that
that may become independent, responsible, useful, thinking, confident and considerate
members of the community

¢ Create and maintain an exciting and stimulating learning environment

¢ Ensure that each child's education has continuity and progression

e Ensure that there is a match between the child and the tasks s/he is asked to perform

¢ Provide a broad and balanced curriculum

e Recognise the crucial role which parents play in their child's education and make every
effort to encourage parental involvement in the educational process

e Share the reading and phonics schemes used to support children’s learning in these areas

e Treat children in a dignified way (In conjunction with our Positive Behaviour
policy/statement which can be found on the website)



We aim that all children should: -

e Learn: fo be adaptable; how to solve problems in a variety of situations; how to work
independently and as members of a team

e Develop the ability to make reasoned judgements and choices, based on interpretation
and evaluation of relevant information from a variety of sources

e Be happy, cheerful and well balanced

e Beenthusiastic and eager to put their best into all activities

e Begin acquiring a set of moral values, such as honesty, sincerity, personal responsibility,
on which to base their own behaviour

e Be expected to behave in a dignified and acceptable way and learn to become responsible
for their actions

e Care for and take pride in their school

e Develop tolerance, respect and appreciation of the feelings and capabilities of others in
an unbiased way

¢ Develop non-discriminatory attitudes encompassing British Values

e Know how to think and solve problems mathematically in a variety of situations using
concepts of number, algebra, measurement, shape and space and handling data

e Be able fo listen and read for a variety of purposes and be able to convey their meaning
accurately and appropriately through speech and writing for a variety of purposes

e Develop an enquiring mind and scientific approach to problems

e Have an opportunity o solve problems using technological skills

e Be capable of communicating their knowledge and feelings through various art forms
including art/craft, music, drama and by acquiring appropriate techniques which will
enable them to develop their inventiveness and creativity.

e Know about geographical, historical and social aspects of the local environment and
national heritage and be aware of other times and places and recognise links among
family, local, national and international events

¢ Have some knowledge of the beliefs of the major world religions

e Develop agility, physical coordination and confidence, in and through movement

e Know how to apply the basic principles of health, hygiene and safety

e Respond positively to praise, boundaries and expectations

e To treat each other with respect, taking into account the Gospel Values and British
Values

Effective Learning

We acknowledge that people learn in many different ways and we recognize the need to
develop strategies that allow all children to learn in ways that best suit them. We take into
account these different forms of intelligence when planning teaching and learning styles.

Through the curriculum we offer opportunities for children to learn in different ways.
These include: -

e investigation and problem solving;

e research and finding out;

e engage and shape their curriculum/learning journey, for eg seeking what they already
know and what they would like to find out;

e group work;

e pair work;



e independent work;

o whole-class work;

¢ asking and answering questions;

o use of Computing and current technologies;

e fieldwork and visits to places of educational interest;

e creative activities;

¢ watching media clips and responding to pre-recorded material;
e debates, role-plays and oral presentations;

¢ designing and making things;

e participation in athletic or physical activity.

We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, to be involved as far as
possible in reviewing the way they learn, and to reflect on how they learn - what helps them
learn and what makes it difficult for them to learn.

St Mary's 'SPIRIT

Through the St Mary's SPIRIT, we provide opportunities within the curriculum for pupils to
be independent learners who strive for success by being resourceful, reflective and team
players. Through curriculum, prayer and faith, we will encourage and support our children to
live like Jesus, building a desire to make a positive difference to themselves and others.
Fundraising and supporting neighbours on a local, national and global level is an integral part
of our Catholic Life and mission as a school. We utilise members of our parental and parish
communities to share their jobs and/or roles within the community to give all pupils further
knowledge and aspirations, whilst meeting inspirational people from within their community.

S Successful and striving for success
= “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.”
Proverbs 16:3

P Prayer and faith
2> = | "Pray on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in
B S mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people.”
Ephesians 6:18
Independent learners
“In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your path.”
Psalms 3:6

Resourceful and reflective
"Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. Let all that you do
be done with love.”
1 Corinthians 16:13-14
Inspirational
"God in his grace chose me even before I was born, and called me to
serve him."
Galatians 1:15
Team player who thinks of others
"There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up
one body. It is the same with Christ.”
1 Corinthians 12:12




The Role of Governors
Our governors determine, support, monitor and review the school policies on curriculum. In
particular they: -

support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources effectively;
ensure that the school buildings and premises are best used to support successful
teaching and learning;

monitor teaching strategies in the light of health and safety regulations;

monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising pupil
attainment;

ensure that staff development and performance management policies promote good
quality teaching;

monitor the effectiveness of the school's teaching and learning policies through the
school self-review processes. These include Governor visits - seeing the schools priorities
in action, understanding the strengths and areas for development, whilst appreciating
some of the barriers and acting as a ‘critical’ friend to help break down those barriers,
meetings with Phase Leaders and Curriculum Team Leaders as well as termly head
teacher’s report to governors.

The Role of Parents
We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. We do
all we can to inform parents about the curriculum and how their children are learning by:

holding parents’' evenings to explain our school strategies across the curriculum. Parents
are given information about their child's curriculum strengths and areas for development
over the coming term. We also discuss children’s learning behaviours as well as their
attendance which is compared to the National figures.

sending information fo parents at the start of each half term in which we outline the
topics that the children will be studying during that term at school;

sending annual summary reports to parents in which we explain the progress made by each
child and indicate how the child can improve further;

explaining to parents how they can support their children with homework. We suggest,
for example, regular shared reading with very young children, and support for older
children with their projects and investigative work.

Inviting parents to curricular events, eg phonics, enterprise events, Acts of Worship,
meditation sessions and craft sessions to name a few

We believe that parents have the responsibility to support their children and the school in
implementing school policies. We would like parents to:

ensure that their child has the best attendance record possible;

ensure that their child is equipped for school with the correct uniform (including a
suitable coat and shoes) and PE kit;

do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school;

inform school if there are matters outside of school that are likely to affect a child's
performance or behaviour at school;

promote a positive attitude towards school, its staff and learning in general;
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