
Maths Knowledge Organiser                Year 4: Addition and Subtraction

Prior Knowledge (Y3 Unit 2, 3)

• Adding and subtracting a 3-digit 
number and; 1s. 10s, 100s

• Use formal written methods of 
columnar addition and subtraction

• Estimate the answer to a 
calculation and use inverse to 
check answers

• Solve addition and subtraction 
problems

→ addition, subtraction
→ Total
→ more than, less than
→ difference, exchange
→ column method
→ estimate, accurate,
→ efficient, exact
→ Strategy
→ diagram

Structures and Representations

Place Value Grid         Part-whole Model   Bar Model

Add 4-digit Numbers

Starting with the ones, add each column in turn. If the total 
adds to more than 9, carry digits to the next column.

Subtract 4-digit Numbers

Start from the ones, subtract each column in turn.

3 – 7 would give us a 
negative number, so we 
re-group.

Exchange one 10, so we 
now have 13 – 7 = 6
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Add/Subtract 1s, 10s, 100s, 1000s Checking StrategiesRound to Estimate

Solve 2-Step Problems


