
Maths Knowledge Organiser                Year 5: Addition and Subtraction

Prior Knowledge (Y4 Unit 3 )

• Add and subtract numbers with up 
to 4 digits

• Adding and subtracting 1s, 10s, 
100s, 1,000s

• Use the formal written methods of 
columnar addition and subtraction

• Estimate and use inverse operations 
to check answers

• Round any number to the nearest 
10, 100 or 1,000

• Solve addition and subtraction two-
step problems

→ add, subtract
→ 1s (ones), 10s (tens), 

100s (hundreds), 
1,000s (thousands), 
10,000s (ten 
thousands)

→ Total
→ Difference
→ Inverse
→ Round
→ Mentally
→ estimate 

Structures and Representations

Place Value Grid                    Column Methods             Bar Models

Subtracting MentallyAdding Mentally

Partitioning is 
useful for 
calculating 
mentally. 
e.g. 

523 + 251

500 + 200 = 700
20 + 50 = 70
3 + 1 = 5

523 + 251 = 775 



Maths Knowledge Organiser                Year 5: Addition and Subtraction

Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits

Solving Multi-Step Problems Use Inverse to Check

Rounding to Estimate


