
Year 1 English Knowledge Organiser - Advent 2022: Traditional Story Writing  

What should I already know? What a good one looks like! Writing toolkit:  

Beginning of a Traditional story: 

Setting & Character Description 
 How to form 

recognisable letters 

 How to separate words 

with spaces 

 How to use Phase 2 phonic  

       knowledge when spelling 

 How to spell: to, no, go, the, I 

 That a sentence is a group of words  

that communicate a whole thought 

 How to describe things I can see 

 
 

As the sun came up, Belle skipped through the small village in which 

she lived, her brown hair shining in the golden sunshine. She jumped 

over the babbling and sparkly stream on her way to the bakers. 

Belle did not notice all the woodland creatures that were following 

her. 
 

  
 

Once upon a time there lived a princess named Snow White. Her 

hair was as black as coal, lips as red as a rose and her skin as white 

as snow. Snow White’s stepmother, the Queen was mean and hated 

anyone who was more beautiful than her. The Queen had a 

magnificent and magic mirror. One day…. 

- Time related opening line  

- Descriptive language 

- Description using the senses (smell,  

  taste, hear, sight, sound) 

- Joining words using ‘and’ 

 

What will I know by the end of Advent? Prior Learning 

 How to form all 26 letters of 

the alphabet in a cursive 

style. 

 The name of each letter of the 

Alphabet. 
 That a sentence starts with a capital 

letter. 

 That a sentence ends with a full stop. 

 Two different opening lines for stories. 

 What an adjective is. 

 How to join words using ‘and’ 

 How to describe a character using 

adjectives. 

 How to describe a setting using the 

senses. 

 How to spell the following words:       

the, a, to, do. was, is, I. be, he, me, 

she, we, no. go, by, said, says, his, 

has, your, they, one, once 
 

 

Retelling and beginning to write the 

opening of Traditional tales in 

Reception using the following texts for 

inspiration:  

- The Three Little Pigs 

- The Gingerbread man 

- Jack and the Beanstalk 

- Little Red Riding Hood 

 

Good authors for description 

Michael Rosen 

Helen Cooper 

Jill Murphy 

Rob Scotton 

Julia Donaldson 

Janet and Allan Ahlberg 

 

 


