Newspaper writing knowledge organiser (journalistic writing)
Year 5 and 6

What should I already know?

What a good one looks like!

Newspaper writing toolkit

e How to write in
chronological order

e Past tense

e Writing in paragraphs

e Formal language

e Recount of events

e Fronted adverbials P

e Correct use of ,©
person

e Relative clauses

e headlines

What will I know by the end of this
unit?

e Writing for a purpose
e Reported speech and direct
speech
e Interviews and quotes
e Changes in formality through
speech
e Passive and active voice
The police are searching the area (A)
The area is being searched by police (P)
e Relative clauses
e How different newspapers look
and why they are reported in
certain ways.

e Modal verbs (might, . z

would, could, should

etc)

BOY OVERBOARD!

By Sharon Hart

In a dramatic lseries of
events last night, a young
boy fell overboard from
his family’s boat into the
stormy water of the Coral
Sea (off the east coast of

Australia).

Michael
(12 years old today) was

Finnegan
enjoying a round-the-
world trip with his family
when it is believed he lost
his footing and fell into the

5ea.

The Finnegan family
set sail from Southampton
on September 10 1987 in
their small boat, the Peggy
Sue.  Travelling with
Michael were his mother
(Sue) and his father (John),
as well as the family pet

dog, Stella.

So far on their

journey, they have visited

Michael om board Peggy Sue

Spain, Cape Verde, Brazil,
Cape Town, Perth and
Sydney. John, whose idea

it was to set off on the trip,

said that the journey was
the trip of a lifetime and
that so far it had been an

amazing adventure.

According to the
Finnegans, the evening of
the incident had been
largely uneventful,
although Mrs Finnegan
had been taken ill with

stomach cramps.

John and Sue went

to bed at around 10pm on

July 29" 1988

the night of the incident,
leaving Michael steering
wiaa deck (the self-
steering had broken). Itis
thought that Stella the
dog had been wandering
around and possibly
playing with Michael’s
football, because when
John awoke in the middle
of the night, all three had
disappeared.

Speaking to BBC
news thme
said tearfully, “We are so
worried about our boy.
He's all alone and could
be anywhere by now. We

need to find him!”

The search for
Michael is underway, with
police and coastguards
scouring the area in the
hope of finding him safe

and well.

More examples can be found at:
https://www.literacywagoll.com/reports-and-recounts.html

Headline

Date

Chronological order (In time order)
Formal language

Direct and reported speech
Interviews and quotes

Facts (John and Sue went to bed at

10pm)

Columns_(3 columns on this)
Orientation (has the 5WS)
Reorientation (summarises
the text)

Picture and caption

3™ person (Michael, the
family)

C o

Prior learning

Newspapers - Santa falls
(¥Y3)

Newspapers - the 3 pigs
(¥Y3/4)

Recounts (Y3/4)

Newspapers - further information

Derby Evening Telegraph - our local
newspaper!

Newsround - Journalistic writing
for children

Journalist - a person who writes for

a newspaper
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
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