Myth writing
Knowledge Organiser

Year 4

What should T already know?

What a good one looks like!

Myth writing toolkit

e How to use basic story
features

e  What a story should include

e How fo write in paragraphs

e Past fense

e Expanded noun phrases

e Using conjunctions

¢ Nouns and pronouns

What will I know by the end of this
unit?

How to write a myth

Why myths were written
What is the purpose of myths
Using pronouns to avoid
repetition

Show not tell

How to use adverbials of time
Writing with preposition
Using varied conjunctions for
interesting sentences

e Adverbs and adjectives

e Using a range of sentence
starters and types for effect on
the reader

In the time before anything lay a bleak darkness. Before people, before
animals, before the land we live in - there was nothing. Odin (god of all Viking
gods) wanted to create a spectacular world which would be the envy of all those
who had the fortune to behold it. After much contemplation, he thought: 'T must
create a world for our greatest enemy - the giants.’

As their greatest enemy, the giant's often laid waste to the Norse god's homes
- causing destruction and devastation where ever they went. Puzzled, the other
gods looked at Odin but with a wry smile he turned from them, inhaled deeply
and let out a bellowing roar. Even in the darkness, the roar shook the gods. From
Odin's mouth came a chilling breath which began to gently settle on the empty
ground. Shards of ice, mountains of snow and frozen lakes merged together in a
melting pot of nothingness. Abandoned and desolate, the land for the giants was
nothing more than frozen wastes. In amazement, the gods stared and marvelled
at what the king of the gods had done, he had created something which would be
truly despised by their foe. "This home for the giants should make sure they
don't bother us again!" bellowed Odin.

"What will you call this place, my lord?" enquired Loki.

"It shall be known as Jotunheim, Loki." Replied Odin, as he turned to face his
fellow gods. "Now, I shall make a place for people - a group of mortals who will do
our bidding and work to serve us."” he added.

This time, Odin breathed out a warm, gentle wind which floated lightly across
the deep darkness. Colours danced, shapes formed and in seconds, a land was
born. Rolling green hills, vast forests of evergreen trees, elegant flowers and
peaceful lakes settled themselves onto the landscape. Whilst admiring his work,
Odin thought: 'There is something missing.." With that he waved his crook across
the newly formed sky and tapped the ground.

As quick as a flash, strange shapes began to emerge from the grass, in the water
and overhead in the crystal, blue skyline. Here were the animals. Their skin, fur and
feathers varying in colour, with paws, claws and trotters separated to give a differing
variety of creatures.

"“This," Odin announced triumphantly, "Is the home for humans.”

"Excuse me, great Odin," Loki timidly interjected "but what are humans?”

Once again, a wry smile wrapped around Odin's face and with one whispered phrase, he
spectacularly concocted two humans - what we know today as a man and a woman!

"Gol" spoke Odin, "Enjoy the land I have made for you - revel in the wonder of
Midgard!”

With that, the two humans wondered into the wilderness...

To read the end of the myth visit https://www.literacywagoll.com/myths-and-
legends.html

Set in the past

Includes mythical or superhuman
characters

A dramatic setting

Hero on a quest or a dangerous journey
Mythical creature, for example unicorn
A villain

May contain gods and godesses

Weritten as though it actually ()
happened U
Descriptive language using
varied sentence types

Prior learning

Tradition tales

Narrative

(First time teaching myths)

The three little pigs (Y1)
Little Red Riding hood (Y2)

Time slip scarab beetle(Y3)
The Canal (Y3)

Other famous myths

Perseus and
Medusa

Theseus and
the Minotaur

Thor's magic
hammer
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